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circumventing the supposed policies of their neighbours and rivals
were to be the characteristics of world politics in the last years of
the nineteenth century.
Bismarck in the days when he still thought of Germany as a sated
nation had preached the wisdom of " acting within the limits of
power/' and making sure that your friends were more numerous than
your enemies. These sober maxims seemed now to have been cast
to the winds. To do everything everywhere and at the same time,
regardless of consequences and possible collisions, were thought to
be the marks of a spirited statesmanship, and in nearly all countries
the public growled angrily if their Governments seemed to decline any
risk. Salisbury was counted one of the most cautious of British
statesmen, but in the next two years (1897 and 1898) he was involved
in dangerous trouble with Russia in the Far East, with France about
the Upper Nile, with Germany about Delagoa Bay and Samoa, and
finally in war with the Boers in South Africa. The European Powers
moved in groups which required them to keep their activities within
limits acceptable to their allies; Great Britain was still a solitary
performer, who challenged each group in turn and found herself at
critical moments without a friend in either camp.
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All through the autumn and winter of 1897 British Ministers
watched anxiously the development of events in the Far East. Their
predecessors had declined to take part in the European intervention
of 1895 which had deprived Japan of most of the fruits of her victory
after her war with China, and had thus laid the foundations of a
possible friendly relation with that country. But this lay in the future,
and in the meantime both Russia and Germany were very evidently
on the move.
The by-play between these two Powers decided what followed.
The German Kaiser had mixed motives. He had what by all the
signs must be counted a genuine obsession about the " Yellow Peril,"
which he saw threatening the European or Aryan races. He also
greatly desired to obtain coaling-stations and points of vantage for
Germany in the Far East, and most of all, he saw in the whole business
an opportunity of turning Russia away from Europe and the Near
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